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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9-28-2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The applicant argues that feedback in Billock is not an indication from 
one or more clients of the relative desirability of the available content described by the 
content descriptors. The applicant argues that transmitting a "PROGRAMJD" 
requesting that a full motion preview be transmitted back is not equivalent to feedback 
indicating the relative desirability of available content. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees. A "request" from the client is feedback. Certainly the statistics about the 
number of times each program is requested could be used as an indication of the 
relative desirability of programs. For example, if Program_A is requested 1000 times 
and Program_B is requested 5 times, one could come to the conclusion that Program_A 
is more desirable than Program_B. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-12, 43-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Billock etal (US 5,619,249). 

Regarding claim 1, Billock teaches a method, comprising: broadcasting content 
descriptors, which describe available content, to one or more clients (See Fig. 6, Fig. 9A 
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Step 108 and Col. 9 lines 29-36, Col. 13 lines 1-58 Program Names and Categories are 
broadcast); receiving feedback from said one or more clients regarding the content 
descriptors, the feedback being an indication from one or more clients of the relative 
desirability of the available content described by the content descriptors (See Fig. 9D 
Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can 
request a preview of content or more descriptive information for a program or a category 
of programs); refining a list of available content in response to the feedback (See Fig. 7, 
Fig. 8, Fig. 9D Step 162, Fig. 9E Step 176, Col. 11 lines 32-42, Col. 12 lines 30-41, Col. 
15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Previews are shown for a genre of programs); 
and broadcasting content listed in the refined list of available content to said one or 
more clients (See Fig. 9H and Col. 17 lines 15-56). 

Regarding claim 2, Billock teaches the method further comprising repeating 
operations of broadcasting further descriptive content, which further describe the 
available content listed in the refined list of available content (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8, Fig. 9D 
Step 162, Fig. 9E Step 176, Col. 11 lines 32-42, Col. 12 lines 30-41, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 
59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Previews are shown for a multiple programs of a genre), and 
receiving corresponding additional feedback to further refine the list of available content 
in response to the additional feedback (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 1 1 lines 
43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or information mode, the viewer 
can selects a full length version of a program to view). 

Regarding claim 3, Billock teaches wherein the further descriptive content is 
more descriptive of the available content than previously broadcast descriptive content 
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(See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 
Viewers can request a preview of content or more descriptive information for a program 
or a category of programs). 

Regarding claim 4, Billock teaches a method, comprising: broadcasting content 
descriptors, which describe available content, to a plurality of clients (See Fig. 1, Fig. 6, 
Fig. 9A Step 108 and Col. 3 lines 54-64, Col. 9 lines 29-36, Col. 13 lines 1-58 Program 
Names and Categories are broadcast); receiving first feedback from the plurality of 
clients regarding the content descriptors, the first feedback being an indication from the 
plurality of clients of the relative desirability of the available content described by the 
content descriptors (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, 
Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request a preview of content or more descriptive 
information for a program or a category of programs); sorting the available content in 
response to the first feedback from the plurality of clients (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E 
Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request a preview of 
content or more descriptive information for a program or a category of programs. 
Choosing a category to receive previews for is sorting); broadcasting further descriptive 
content related to at least a first portion of the available content as sorted to the plurality 
of clients (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 
lines 1-9 Viewers can request a preview of content or more descriptive information for a 
program or a category of programs); receiving next feedback from the plurality of clients 
regarding the further descriptive content (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 1 1 
lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or information mode, the 
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viewer can selects a full length version of a program to view); sorting the available 
content in response to the next feedback from the plurality of clients (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 
Select Button 62, Gol. 1 1 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode 
or information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a program to view. 
Showing a single full-length program is sorting the available content); and broadcasting 
at least a second portion of the available content to the plurality of clients in an order 
responsive to the next feedback from the plurality of clients (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select 
Button 62, Col. 11 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or 
information mode, the viewer can select a full length version of a program to view. The 
program the user selects is shown first). 

Regarding claim 5, Billock teaches the method further comprising repeating: 
broadcasting further descriptive content related to a narrower portion of the available 
content as sorted to the plurality of clients (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 and Col. 1 1 lines 43-52, 
Col. 12 lines 42-51 The user can change the active category during preview or 
information mode and thus repeat the step of receiving further descriptive content); 
receiving next feedback from the plurality of clients regarding the further descriptive 
content (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 11 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 
From the preview mode or information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version 
of a program to view). 

Regarding claim 6, Billock teaches wherein the further descriptive content less 
expensive to broadcast to the clients than the available content (See Col. 9 lines 12-21 
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Further descriptive content is a preview or descriptive information, both of which 
comprise less information that the full length program). 

Regarding claim 7, Billock teaches wherein the sorting of the available content in 
response to the next feedback comprises assigning a higher weight to the next 
feedback than the first feedback (See discussion of claim 4, The first feedback requests 
a preview or descriptive information for a category of programs. The next feedback 
requests the full-length version of a single program. Thus, the next feedback is 
weighted higher than the first feedback). 

Regarding claim 8, Billock teaches wherein the broadcasting of said at least a 
second portion of the available content in an order further responsive to the first 
feedback from the plurality of clients (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 11 lines 
43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or information mode, the viewer 
can selects a full length version of a program to view. The program the user selects is 
shown first). 

Regarding claim 9, Billock teaches wherein the further descriptive content is 
included in the available content such that the broadcasting of the further descriptive 
content comprises broadcasting partial available content to the plurality of clients (See 
Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Further descriptive content is a preview of available content. 
Broadcasting a preview is broadcasting partial available content). 

Regarding claim 10, Billock teaches the method further comprising keeping track 
of the further descriptive content broadcast to the plurality of clients (See Col. 5 lines 
47-64 Data files include information about frequently selected programs), wherein the 
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broadcast of said at least a second portion of the available content comprises 
broadcasting a portion of a remaining portion of the partial available content to the 
plurality of clients (See discussion of claim 4, The first feedback requests a preview or 
descriptive information for a category of programs. The next feedback requests the full- 
length version of a single program. Thus, the second portion is a remaining portion of 
the available content). 

Regarding claim 11, Billock teaches wherein the available content comprises at 
least one of video information, graphical information, audio information, multi-media 
information or textual information (See Abstract). 

Regarding claim 12, Billock teaches wherein the further descriptive content 
comprises at least one of a video clip, a graphical clip, an audio clip, a multi-media clip 
or a textual description (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Col. 1 1 lines 33-42, Col. 12 lines 31-41). 

Regarding claim 43, Billock teaches an apparatus, comprising: a processor 
having circuitry to execute instructions (See Fig. 2 Processing System 22 Col. 4 lines 
59-65); a communications interface coupled to the processor, the communications 
interface coupled to receive communications from one or more clients (See Fig. 2 Col. 4 
lines 59-65); a storage device coupled to the processor, having instructions stored 
therein, which when executed cause the apparatus to (See Col. 4 lines 59-67, Col. 5 
lines 1-8): broadcast content descriptors, which describe available content, to said one 
or more clients (See Fig. 1, Fig. 6, Fig. 9A Step 108 and Col. 3 lines 54-64, Col. 9 lines 
29-36, Col. 13 lines 1-58 Program Names and Categories are broadcast); receive first 
feedback from said one or more clients regarding the content descriptors the first 
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feedback being an indication from said one or more clients of the relative desirability of 
the available content described by the content descriptors (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 
9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request a 
preview of content or more descriptive information for a program or a category of 
programs); sort the available content in response to the first feedback (See Fig. 9D Step 
160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request 
a preview of content or more descriptive information for a program or a category of 
programs. Choosing a category to receive previews for is sorting); broadcast further 
descriptive content related to at least a first portion of the available content as sorted to 
said one or more clients (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 
59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request a preview of content or more descriptive 
information for a program or a category of programs); receive next feedback from said 
one or more clients regarding the further descriptive content (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select 
Button 62, Col. 1 1 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or 
information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a program to be 
received from the server); sort the available content in response to the next feedback 
(See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 11 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From 
the preview mode or information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a 
program to view. Showing a single full-length program is sorting the available content); 
and broadcast at least a second portion of the available content to said one or more 
clients in an order responsive to the next feedback from the plurality of clients (See Fig. 
7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 1 1 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the 
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preview mode or information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a 
program to view). 

Regarding claim 44, Billock teaches wherein the order in which said at least a 
second portion of the available content is broadcast to said one or more clients is further 
responsive to the first feedback (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 1 1 lines 43-52, 
Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or information mode, the viewer can 
selects a full length version of a program to view. The program the user selects is 
shown first). 

Regarding claim 45, Billock teaches wherein the available content includes the 
further descriptive content (See Fig. 7, Col. 11 lines 33-42 Further descriptive content is 
a preview of video program). 

Regarding claim 46, Billock teaches wherein the apparatus is further caused to 
repeat: broadcasting further descriptive content related to narrower portions of the 
available content to said one or more clients (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8, Fig. 9D Step 162, Fig. 
9E Step 176, Col. 11 lines 32-42, Col. 12 lines 30-41, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 
16 lines 1-9 Previews are shown for a multiple programs of a genre); receive next 
feedback from said one or more clients regarding the further descriptive content (See 
Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 11 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the 
preview mode or information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a 
program to view). 

Regarding claim 47, Billock teaches a system, comprising: a server (See Fig. 1 
Telecasting Facility 12 and Col. 3 lines 53-64); one or more clients coupled to the server 
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(See Fig. 1 Col. 3 lines 53-64); wherein the server is coupled to broadcast content 
descriptors, which describe available content, to the one or more clients (See Fig. 1 , 
Fig. 6, Fig. 9A Step 108 and Col. 3 lines 54-64, Col. 9 lines 29-36, Col. 13 lines 1-58 
Program Names and Categories are broadcast); wherein the one or more clients are 
coupled to receive the content descriptors broadcast by the server (See Fig. 1, Fig. 6, 
Fig. 9A Step 108 and Col. 3 lines 54-64, Col. 9 lines 29-36, Col. 13 lines 1-58 Program 
Names and Categories are broadcast); wherein the server is coupled to receive first 
feedback from said one or more clients regarding the content descriptors the first 
feedback being an indication from said one or more clients of the relative desirability of 
the available content described by the content descriptors (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 
9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request a 
preview of content or more descriptive information for a program or a category of 
programs); wherein the server is coupled to sort a list of available content in response to 
the first feedback (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, 
Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request a preview of content or more descriptive 
information for a program or a category of programs. Choosing a category to receive 
previews for is sorting); wherein the server is coupled to broadcast further descriptive 
content, which further describe the available content listed in the list of available 
content, to said one or more clients (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 
lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request a preview of content or more 
descriptive information for a program or a category of programs); wherein the server is 
coupled to receive additional feedback from said one or more clients regarding the 
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further descriptive content (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 1 1 lines 43-52, Col. 
12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or information mode, the viewer can selects 
a full length version of a program to view); wherein the server is coupled to refine the list 
of available content in response to the additional feedback (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select 
Button 62, Col. 11 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or 
information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a program to view. 
Showing a single full-length program is refining the list of available content); and 
wherein the server is coupled to broadcast the available content listed in the refined list 
of available content to said one or more clients (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 
1 1 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or information mode, 
the viewer can selects a full length version of a program to view). 

Regarding claim 48, Billock teaches wherein the server is further coupled to 
repeat the broadcast of further descriptive content and receive corresponding additional 
feedback from the one or more clients to further refine the list of available content (See 
Fig. 7, Fig. 8 and Col. 11 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 42-51 The user can change the 
active category during preview or information mode and thus repeat the step of 
receiving further descriptive content). 

Regarding claim 49, Billock teaches wherein the further descriptive content is 
more descriptive of the available content than previously broadcast descriptive content 
(See Fig. 7, Col. 1 1 lines 33-42 Further descriptive content is a preview of video 
program a preview is more descriptive than a title). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed. or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 13, 20-22, 25-27, 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Billock. 

Regarding claim 13, Billock teaches a method, comprising: receiving content 
descriptors, which describe available content, from a server (See Fig. 6, Fig. 9A Step 
108 and Col. 9 lines 29-36, Col. 13 lines 1-58 Program Names and Categories are 
broadcast); sending first feedback responsive to the content descriptors to the server, 
the first feedback being an indication of the relative desirability of the available content 
described by the content descriptors (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 
lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Viewers can request a preview of content or more 
descriptive information for a program or a category of programs); receiving further 
descriptive content related to a portion of the available content from the server (See Fig. 
9D Step 162, Fig. 9E Step 176, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 66-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9); sending 
next feedback responsive to the further descriptive content to the server (See Fig. 7, 
Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 1 1 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview 
mode or information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a program to 
be received from the server). Billock teaches where a smaller portion of available 
content (a single full length program) is received from the server (See Col. 5 lines 6-24, 
Col. 17 lines 15-56). Billock differs from the claimed invention in that the smaller portion 
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received from the server is not necessarily stored. Official Notice is taken that systems 
that store programs received from a server so that the viewer can watch the program at 
later time than the original transmission time are well known. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Billock so that a smaller portion of available content received from the server was stored 
to allow the viewer to watch the content at a time later than the original viewing time. 

Regarding claim 20, the modified Billock teaches wherein the available content 
includes the further descriptive content (See Fig. 7, Col. 1 1 lines 33-42 Further 
descriptive content is a preview of video program). 

Regarding claim 21, the modified Billock teaches further repeating: receiving 
further descriptive content related to a narrower portion of the available content from the 
server (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 and Col. 11 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 42-51 The user can 
change the active category during preview or information mode and thus repeat the step 
of receiving further descriptive content); sending next feedback responsive to the further 
descriptive content to the server (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 1 1 lines 43- 
52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the preview mode or information mode, the viewer can 
selects a full length version of a program to view). 

Regarding claim 22, the modified Billock teaches the method further comprising 
storing a portion of the further descriptive content after receiving the further descriptive 
content from the server (See Col. 2 lines 62-67, Col. 3 lines 1-13). 
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Regarding claim 25, Billock teaches wherein the available content comprises at 
least one of video information, graphical information, audio information, multi-media 
information or textual information (See Abstract). 

Regarding claim 26, Billock teaches wherein the further descriptive content 
comprises at least one of a video clip, a graphical clip, an audio clip, a multi-media clip 
or a textual description (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Col. 11 lines 33-42, Col. 12 lines 31-41). 

Regarding claim 27, Billock teaches an article of manufacture, comprising: a 
machine-readable medium having instructions to (See Col. 13 lines 1-7): receive at a 
client content descriptors, which describe available content, from a server (See Fig. 6, 
Fig. 9A Step 108 and Col. 9 lines 29-36); send from the client first feedback responsive 
to the content descriptors to the server, the first feiedback being an indication from the 
client of the relative desirability of the available content described by the content 
descriptors (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 
lines 1-9 Viewers can request a preview of content or more descriptive information for a 
program or a category of programs); receive at the client further descriptive content 
related to at least a first portion of available content from the server (See Fig. 9D Step 
162, Fig. 9E Step 176, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 66-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9); send from the 
client next feedback responsive to the further descriptive content to the server (See Fig. 
7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, Col. 1 1 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the 
preview mode or information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a 
program to be received from the server); Billock differs from the claimed invention in 
that the second portion received from the server is not necessarily stored. Official 
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Notice is taken that systems, which store programs received from a server so that the 
viewer can watch the program at later time than the original transmission time, are well 
known. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Billock so that a second portion of available content 
received from the server was stored to allow the viewer to watch the content at a time 
later than the original viewing time. 

Regarding claim 34, Billock teaches the machine-readable medium further 
having instructions to filter the further descriptive content such that the next feedback is 
responsive to the filtered further descriptive content (See Fig. 9D Step 160, Fig. 9E Step 
174, Col. 15 lines 15-27, 59-67, Col. 16 lines 1-9 Content is arranged in categories. 
The user can receive previews or information for a category. Thus, next feedback is 
responsive to filtered further descriptive content). 

Regarding claim 35, claim 35 is an apparatus claim corresponding to an article of 
manufacture claim 27. Thus, claim 35 is discussed and rejected according to claim 27. 

Claims 14-19, 28-33, 36-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Billock et al. in view of Payton (US 5,790,935). 

Regarding claim 14, Billock teaches wherein the server receives requests from 
viewers to receive a preview of programs, descriptive information about programs, and 
full length programs (See Discussion of claim 13). Billock differs from the claimed 
invention in that Billock fails to disclose automatically or manually generating demand 
data related to the available content responsive to the content descriptors, the first 
feedback further responsive to the demand data related to the available content. In a 
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similar endeavor, Payton teaches automatically or manually generating demand data 
related to the available content responsive to the content descriptors, the first feedback 
further responsive to the demand data related to the available content (See Col. 4 lines 
12-15, Col. 6 lines 19-50 A user receives a list of recommend items based on demand 
data manually entered demand data and can select items form this list). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Billock so that demand data related to the available content responsive to the 
content descriptors was generated, the first feedback further responsive to the demand 
data related to the available content as taught by Payton to reduce the number of 
subscriber requests that must be provided on-demand from the central distribution 
server (See Payton Col. 3 lines 33-38). 

Regarding claim 15, Billock modified with Payton teaches wherein generating the 
demand data comprises generating ranking data (See Payton Col. 5 lines 6-20 
Programs are ranked based on user ratings). 

Regarding claim 16, Billock modified with Payton teaches wherein generating the 
demand data comprises generating rating data (See Payton Col. 5 lines 6-20 Users rate 
programs). 

Regarding claim 17, See Discussion of claim 13. 

Regarding claim 18, Billock modified with Payton wherein generating the demand 
data comprises generating ranking data (See Payton Col. 5 lines 6-20 Programs are 
ranked based on user ratings). 
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Regarding claim 19, Billock modified with Payton wherein generating the demand 
data comprises generating rating data (See Payton Col. 5 lines 6-20 Users rate 
programs). 

Regarding claim 28, Billock differs from the claimed invention in that the first 
feedback does necessarily include demand data related to the content descriptors. In a 
similar endeavor, Payton teaches where feedback includes demand data related to the 
content descriptors (See Col. 4 lines 12-15, Col. 6 lines 19-50). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Billock so that demand data related to the content descriptors was included in 
the first feedback as taught by Payton to reduce the number of subscriber requests that 
must be provided on-demand from the central distribution server (See Payton Col. 3 
lines 33-38). 

Regarding claim 29, Billock modified with Payton teaches the machine-readable 
medium further having instructions to generate ranking data to generate the demand 
data (See Payton Col. 5 lines 6-20 Programs are ranked based on user ratings). 

Regarding claim 30, Billock modified with Payton teaches the machine-readable 
medium further having instructions to generate rating data to generate the demand data 
(See Payton Col. 5 lines 6-20 Users rate programs). 

Regarding claim 31, Billock differs from the claimed invention in that the next 
feedback does not. necessarily include demand data related to the further descriptive 
content. In a similar endeavor, Payton teaches where feedback includes demand data 
related to the content descriptors (See Col. 4 lines 12-15, Col. 6 lines 19-50). Thus, it 



Application/Control Number: 09/882,205 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2617 

would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Billock so that demand data related to the content descriptors was 
included in the next feedback as taught by Payton to reduce the number of subscriber 
requests that must be provided on-demand from the central distribution server (See 
Payton Col. 3 lines 33-38). 

Regarding claim 32, Billock modified with Payton teaches the machine-readable 
medium further having instructions to generate ranking data to generate the demand 
data (See Payton Col. 5 lines 6-20 Programs are ranked based on user ratings). 

Regarding claim 33, Billock modified with Payton the machine-readable medium 
further having instructions to generate rating data to generate the demand data (See 
Payton Col. 5 lines 6-20 Users rate programs). 

Regarding claims 36-41, claims 36-41 are apparatus claims corresponding to 
article of manufacture claims 28-33, respectively. Thus, claims 36-41 are discussed 
and rejected according to claims 28-33. 

Claims 23-24 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Billock in view of Picco (US 6,029,045). 

Regarding claim 23, the modified Billock fails to disclose wherein storing the 
portion of the further descriptive content after receiving the further descriptive content 
from the server comprises filtering the further descriptive content such that the portion of 
the further descriptive content related to the available content in which a user is 
interested is stored. In a similar endeavor, Picco teaches where content received from 
a server is only stored if the content matches user preferences (See Fig. 9 and Col. 13 
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lines 36-65). Thus, is would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify Billock to filter further descriptive content 
such that the portion of the further descriptive content related to the available content in 
which a user is interested is stored as taught by Picco to provide individualized content 
(See Picco Col. 13 lines 36-40). 

Regarding claim 24, the modified Billock fails to disclose wherein storing the 
portion of the further descriptive content after receiving the further descriptive content 
from the server comprises filtering the further descriptive content such that a portion of 
the further descriptive content related to the available content in which a user is not 
interested is not stored. In a similar endeavor, Picco teaches where content received 
from a server is not stored if the content does not match user preferences (See Fig. 9 
and Col. 13 lines 36-65). Thus, is would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to further modify Billock to filter further 
descriptive content such that the portion of the further descriptive content related to the 
available content in which a user is not interested is not stored as taught by Picco to 
provide individualized content (See Picco Col. 13 lines 36-40). 

Regarding claim 42, the modified Billock teaches storing further descriptive 
content in the storage device, wherein the next feedback is responsive to the filtered 
portion of the further descriptive content (See Fig. 7, Fig. 8 Select Button 62, See Col. 2 
lines 62-67, Col. 3 lines 1-13Col. 11 lines 43-52, Col. 12 lines 7-9, 42-51 From the 
preview mode or information mode, the viewer can selects a full length version of a 
program to be received from the server). The modified Billock differs from the claimed 



Application/Control Number: 09/882,205 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2617 

invention in that the apparatus does not necessarily filter the received further descriptive 
content such that a portion of the further descriptive content is stored. In a similar 
endeavor, Picco teaches where content received from a server is only stored if the 
content matches user preferences (See Fig. 9 and Col. 13 lines 36-65). Thus, is would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to further modify Billock to filter further descriptive content such that the portion of the 
further descriptive content related to the available content in which a user is interested 
is stored as taught by Picco to provide individualized content (See Picco Col. 13 lines 
36-40). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamieson W. Fish whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7307. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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